terms expressing the power of a person are shen 神 and yan 嚴, the first referring to a supernatural or divinely sanctioned authority, the second to both the power that grows from authority and the reverence such authority deserves. 3 Another character, de 德, is commonly rendered as virtue. It denotes a toolset of qualities for successful government only certain rulers are imbued
with. Yet one quotation from the Confucian Analects illustrates its relation to power: 'The Master said, "Governing with virtue can be compared to being the Pole Star; it remains in its place yet receives the homage of the myriad lesser stars" '. 4 Then there is shi 勢 (势 in simplified characters), of which li 力 is the carrier of meaning. In military texts, shi may denote the strategic advantage one army has over another by occupying the high ground, or the 'power of position'. 5 We accept persons of a certain social standing, education, or institutional affiliation are invested with this kind of power, yet
it remains unclear what triggers our submission to their authority. For
Legalist thinker Han Feizi 韓非子 (279-233 BCE) shi refers to the phenomenon by which some people can enforce their will on others because of the social role they occupy. 6 In his view, the power of position is distinct from In the view of the historian of early Chinese political thought, Charles Sanft, Jia Yi's point is that in a system imbued with hierarchical significance, to unduly claim the privileges of a higher rank is an act of aggression. 10 Such imitation can also indicate an imminent power struggle. 
LIST OF WORKS IN ORDER OF PUBLICATION THAT ADDRESS THE NOTION OF POWER BY USING THE TERM QUAN
• 1844 大權 power over major issues (y) Haiguo tuzhi
• 1852 政權 political power (y) Zengguang Haiguo tuzhi
• 1879 權力 power (y) Lundun yu Bali riji
• 1884 權勢 power (n) Tetsugaku jii ( Japan)
• 1884 權威 power (n) Tetsugaku jii ( Japan)
• 1894 權分 division of power (y) Shengshi weiyan Expressions that appear in the official translation of Xi's speech as some variant of the English word 'power' (as well as 'strength', 'ability', 'energy', 'influence', and other related terms) include a range of compounds involving four characters for strength, li 力; might, qiang 强; weight or power, quan 权, and a few others. The people, for instance, are the 'fundamental force' 根本力量 that determine the Party's and the country's future. This is a Party that 'always remains a powerful leadership core' 始终 成为坚强领导核心, 'exercises power in the interest of the people' 执政为 民, increases 'China's economic power' 经济实力 and 'composite national strength' 综合国力 with its 'ability to innovate' 创造力, its 'power to unite' 凝聚力, and its 'energy to fight' 战斗力. While China still dreams of 'building a stronger military dream' 强军梦, it has increased its 'international influence' 国际影响力, its 'ability to inspire' 感召力, and its 'power to shape' 塑造力. By 2035, China's 'soft power' 软实力 will have grown much stronger, Chinese culture will have 'greater appeal' 影响力, and China, grounded in twenty-first century Marxism, will emanate 'a more compelling power of truth' 有说服力的真理力量.
Compound expressions that contain quan 权 often leave out li 力 for the sake of brevity. They share a strong emphasis on executive powers or agency: China's 'sovereignty' 主权 shall be safeguarded but Cold War mentality and 'power politics' 强权政治 -Xi's reference to Donald Trump -shall be rejected. The principle of 'one country, two systems' shall be unwaveringly upheld through overall 'jurisdiction' 管治权 over Hong Kong and Macao while granting a high degree of 'autonomy' 自治权 to both regions. The development of crime prevention and control systems shall be accelerated to protect 'personal rights' 人身权, 'property rights' 财产权, and the 'right to dignity' 人格权. To expand orderly political participation, legal protection for 'human rights' 人权 shall be strengthened and institutions of democracy at the primary level -actually a policy to crush the impact large clans have on local village governments -will improve the people's 'right to be informed' 知情权, 'to participate' 参与权, 'to be heard' 表达权, and 'to oversee' 监督权. China's most powerful men Photo: news.cn
